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Grove City Area School District

VISION
Grove City Area School District strives to ensure that all high school graduates are equipped to succeed, at a
minimum, in skilled workforce training and college entry programs so that they have viable pathways to
support their pursuit of successful futures.
Our graduates will be students whose mastery of the subjects they have studied runs deep. They will have
the kind of deep understanding of those subjects that will enable them to readily learn other things and to
apply what they have learned creatively and effectively to a wide range of problems and challenges. They will
be able to synthesize what they have learned from many domains so that they may analyze new challenges
and address them with confidence. They will be effective communicators, in many mediums. They will learn
to be both disciplined and creative. They will learn how to lead and how to be good team members through
collaborative experiences.
Our students will be challenged to set high standards for themselves and to be prepared to work hard to
achieve them. Their character matters a lot to us. They must understand right from wrong and be
courageous enough to do the right thing when it is not easy to do. They will have opportunities to serve their
communities so that they may experience the pleasure that can come from serving others while being a
contributing member of society. They must learn to be tolerant and inclusive as they discover the value of
being kind to all.
To be effective in anything they undertake, our students will be challenged to develop plans, set high targets
for themselves, and be prepared to sacrifice for the achievement of their long-term goals. They will be
supported as they learn to monitor their behavior and change it when necessary. They will be expected to
control their emotions and thoughtfully work through setbacks with patience and persistence.
The Grove City Area School District is committed to providing a progressive and comprehensive course of
study, along with the systems, resources, relationships and learning environments that will empower every
student to achieve this vision. Additionally, our entire educational community will strive to continuously
apply a growth mindset that will extend opportunities for all students to achieve these expectations, without
unnecessarily limiting relevant personalized learning opportunities that may extend far beyond established
minimum expectations.
2021-2022 School Year
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MESSAGE FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION
Using this Program of Studies as your guide, you will be able to choose the courses that fit your
abilities, interests and future endeavors. Our goal is to assist you by having the selections explained and
reviewed by our teachers and school counselors. Be assured that if any further clarification or direction
in the course selection process is needed, you may consult with a school counselor. By utilizing this
book and appropriate resources, you should have a productive and fulfilling high school experience.
Please keep in mind that selecting a course schedule is an extremely important process. After July 1, all
schedules are final. Withdrawal from a course after this date will only be granted under extenuating
circumstances and after committee review. It is important that each student submit his/her course
requests according to attached schedule. Failure to submit these course requests could affect your ability
to get the classes you choose.
We join in extending best wishes to all in this first step toward a successful and rewarding school year.

Dr. Brendan Smith
Principal

Dr. Jennifer Nemet
Assistant Principal

Mrs. Michelle Albertini
School Counselor

Mrs. Stephanie Sumner
School Counselor

Grove City Area School District is an equal opportunity education institution and will not discriminate on the basis of age,
color, national origin, sex and handicap in its activities, programs or employment practices as required by Title VI, Title IX
and Section 504.
For information regarding civil rights or grievance procedures, contact the District Office, Title IX and Section 504
Coordinator, at 511 Highland Avenue, Grove City, PA 16127, (724) 458-6733.
For more information regarding services, activities, and facilities that are accessible and useable by handicapped persons,
contact the building principal.
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Graduation Requirements
Graduation from Grove City High School is based upon the successful completion of a full-time high school program
experience beginning in grade 9 and ending with grade 12. All students are expected to participate, at minimum, in the
equivalent of 7 full course periods per year (28 credits total) to maintain full-time student status. The successful graduate
will earn (passing grade) a minimum of twenty-four and one half (24.5) credits from approved course work completed in
grades 9 through 12, as well as fulfillment of state assessment criteria.

Specific Content Area and Course Minimum Credit Requirements:
Department/Course
English
Social Studies
Math
Science
Health & Fitness
Arts & Humanities
Financial Literacy
Complex Communications
Electives
Total
4.0

3.0

3.0

Credits Required
4.0
3.0
3.0
3.0
1.5
2.0
0.5
0.5
7.0
24.5

English – Completion of one course in each of the following grade level categories:
English Grade 9

English Grade 10

English Grade 11

English Grade 12

World Literature & Comp (1)

American Literature & Comp (1)

British Literature & Comp (1)
OR
AP English Language & Comp (1)
OR
Technical Reading (1)

Creative Contemporary Literature
& Writing (1)
OR
AP English Literature & Comp (1)
OR
Writing in the Workplace (1)

Social Studies – Completion of one course in grades 9 through 11 categories:
Social Studies Grade 9

Social Studies Grade 10

Social Studies Grade 11

Social Studies Grade 12

Emergence of America (1)

Contemporary America (1)

History of the Modern World (1)

History through Film (.5)
World Religions (.5)
United States Military History (.5)
Introduction to Psychology (.5)
World Civilizations (1)
Sociology (1)
AP US History (1)
AP US Government & Politics (1)
AP Psychology (1)
AP European History (1)

Math – Completion of Algebra I and Geometry Categories (Elective math course(s) must be used to meet the 3credit minimum when necessary):
Algebra I

Geometry

Math Electives

Algebra I (1)
OR
Algebra Essentials AND Algebra I (2)

Geometry (1)
OR
Geometry Honors (1)

Algebra II (1)
Algebra II Honors (1)
Applied Mathematics (1)
Trigonometry (1)
Precalculus (1)
Statistics (1)
AP Statistics (1)
AP Calculus AB (1)
AP Calculus BC (1)

2021-2022 School Year
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3.0

1.5

2.0

Science – Completion of at least one course in each of the categories of Biology, Chemistry, and Physics (Elective
science course(s) must be used to meet the 3-credit minimum when necessary):
Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Science Electives

Biology I (1)

Elements of Chemistry (.5)
OR
Chemistry I (1)
OR
Chemistry Honors (1)

Elements of Physics (.5)
OR
Physics (1)

Science through Film (.5)
Geology (1)
Community Agriculture (.5)
Anatomy & Physiology (1)
AP Environmental Science (1)
AP Biology (1)
AP Physics I (1)
AP Chemistry (1)

Health & Fitness – Completion of grade level course categories:
Grade 9

Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade 12

Health & Fitness (.5)

P.E. Elective (.5)

Emergency Preparedness (.5)

(Optional)

Arts & Humanities – These courses focus on how people process and document the human experience through
literature, art, music, history, and language. The following courses fulfill requirements in the arts and humanities:
World Languages – All Courses
Art – All Courses
English – Journalism, Poetry, Historical Lit. &
Mythology

Music – All Courses
Science – Community Agriculture
Social Studies – History Through Film, World
Religions, US Military History, Intro to
Psychology, World Civilizations, Sociology,
AP Psychology

Technology Education – 3D Printing &
Design, Visual Design & Photo, Video
Production, Video Broadcasting, Multimedia
& Communications

Grade Point Average (GPA) and Class Rank
Any high school courses completed prior to grade 9 will be reflected on the high school transcript and may
fulfill specific course requirements/prerequisites but will not be calculated into the high school GPA or
class rank. Regardless of courses completed prior to grade 9, students are required to maintain a full-time
schedule in grades 9 through 12 to be included in class rank and eligible to earn a Grove City Area High
School Diploma. Additionally, Independent Learning Plan (ILP) credits, dual enrollment credits, and
extra transfer credits will not be included in the computation of the Grove City High School GPA or
included in the class ranking system.

2021-2022 School Year
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GROVE CITY AREA HIGH SCHOOL
CREDIT TRACKING WORKSHEET
2021-2022 School Year
Students will find this worksheet helpful in planning their high school program. Subjects listed are required for graduation.
Elective courses should be selected with your career goal in mind.
Grade 9 (minimum credit load should total 7)
Course Title
World Lit & Comp
Emergence of America
Math - ________________________
Science - ______________________
Health & Fitness
Elective -______________________
Elective -______________________
Elective -______________________
______________________________
______________________________

1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
0.50
____
____
____
____
____

Credit
Earned
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____

Total Credits

____

____

Grade 11 (minimum credit load should total 7)
Course Title
English - ______________________
History of the Modern World
Math - ________________________
Science - ______________________
Emergency Preparedness
Elective -______________________
Elective -______________________
Elective -______________________
______________________________
______________________________

1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
0.50
____
____
____
____
____

Credit
Earned
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____

Total Credits

____

____

2021-2022 School Year

Grade 10 (minimum credit load should total 7)
Course Title
American Lit & Comp
Contemporary America
Math - ________________________
Science - ______________________
P.E. Elective - __________________
Elective -______________________
Elective -______________________
Elective -______________________
______________________________
______________________________

1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
0.50
____
____
____
____
____

Credit
Earned
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____

Total Credits

____

____

Grade 12 (minimum credit load should total 7)
Course Title
English - ______________________
Social Studies - _________________
Math - ________________________
Science - ______________________
Emergency Preparedness
P.E. (Optional) - ________________
Elective -______________________
Elective -______________________
Elective -______________________
______________________________

1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
0.50
0.50
____
____
____
____

Credit
Earned
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____

Total Credits

____

____

Grade 9 Credits Earned
Grade 10 Credits Earned
Grade 11 Credits Earned
Grade 12 Credits Earned
TOTAL CREDITS EARNED

____
____
____
____
____
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Course Pathways
Often, students and parents ask what courses students should study. Because of the wide variety of students’ interests, there
is no one answer to this question. In an effort to help, the administration and school counseling department have organized
the following suggested pathways. Each pathway is designed to prepare students for different careers, goals or objectives
after high school. These are not required, but are offered as a starting point for parents, students, and counselors to develop
meaningful programs of study relative to students’ interests.

2021-2022 School Year
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Accelerated College Prep
Pathway
9th Grade
World Literature and Composition
Emergence of America
Geometry - Honors
Biology*
Health & Fitness
World Language
Elective
PSAT 8/9 Recommended
10th Grade
American Literature and Composition
Contemporary America
Algebra II – Honors
Chemistry – Honors
P.E. Elective
World Language
Complex Communications
Elective
PSAT 10
11th Grade
British Literature and Composition and/or AP English Language and Composition
World Civilizations or History of the Modern World
Precalculus
Physics
Emergency Preparedness
World Language
Financial Literacy
Elective
PSAT Recommended
SAT Recommended
ACT Recommended
If you are an athlete, create an account on the NCAA website.
12th Grade
AP English Literature/AP English Language or Creative Contemporary Literature and Writing
AP American Government and AP U.S. History/AP European/AP Psychology
AP Calculus AB/AP Calculus BC/AP Statistics/Statistics
AP Chemistry/AP Physics/AP Biology/AP Environmental
P.E. - Optional
World Language
Elective
*If students take Biology as freshmen rather than Elements of Chemistry and Elements of Physics, they must take Physics
and Chemistry.
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College Prep
Pathway
9th Grade
World Literature and Composition
Emergence of America
Algebra 1 or Geometry or Geometry – Honors
Biology or Elements of Chemistry and Elements of Physics*
Health & Fitness
World Language
Elective
10th Grade
American Literature and Composition
Contemporary America
Geometry or Geometry – Honors or Algebra II or Algebra II – Honors
Chemistry – Honors
P.E. Elective
World Language
Complex Communications
Elective
PSAT 10
11th Grade
British Literature and Composition
World Civilizations or History of the Modern World
Trigonometry or Statistics or Geometry or Algebra II
Chemistry or Chemistry – Honors or Physics
Emergency Preparedness
World Language
Financial Literacy
Elective
PSAT Recommended
SAT Recommended
ACT Recommended
If you are an athlete, create an account on the NCAA website.
12th Grade
Creative Contemporary Literature and Writing
Sociology
Precalculus or Trigonometry or Statistics or AP Statistics
AP Chemistry or AP Physics or AP Biology or AP Environmental
P.E. Optional
World Language
Elective
*If students take Biology as freshmen rather than Elements of Chemistry and Elements of Physics, they must take Physics
and Chemistry.
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Technical or Career
Pathway
9th Grade
World Literature and Composition
Emergence of America
Algebra 1 or Geometry or Geometry – Honors
Elements of Chemistry and Elements of Physics
Health & Fitness
World Language
Elective
10th Grade
American Literature and Composition
Contemporary America
Geometry or Geometry – Honors or Algebra II
Biology
P.E. Elective
World Language
Complex Communications
Elective
ASVAB
11th Grade
Technical Reading
World Civilizations or History of the Modern World
Trigonometry
Chemistry
Emergency Preparedness
Financial Literacy
Elective or Career Center
12th Grade
Writing in the Workplace
Sociology
Applied Mathematics or Statistics
Environmental Science
P.E. - Optional
Elective or Career Center

2021-2022 School Year
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Awarding of Credit Toward Graduation
Credit for a high school course is awarded upon completion of the course with an overall percentage grade average of 61% or
higher. For credit purposes, dual enrollment and/or transfer credits from other accredited institutions will be converted to
match the GCHS value structure and not be included in GCHS GPA calculations.
Testing
Students will take the ASVAB and PSAT during the spring of their sophomore year.
All students will take Keystones upon completion of Algebra, American Literature and Biology.
Student Acceleration Opportunities
Students may accelerate in meeting graduation requirements as appropriate. See a school counselor for more
detailed information.
State Graduation Requirements
Students shall demonstrate proficiency in literature, algebra, and biology.
To be eligible to graduate, seniors must meet all state requirements at the time of commencement.
The State Board of Education has revised curriculum regulations that establish academic standards for all students.
Individualized Graduation Requirements
Students with disabilities who complete a special education program based on an Individualized Education Program,
developed by a designated team, shall be granted and issued a regular high school diploma by the school entity.
Graduation Ceremonies
Participation
Participation in graduation exercises is limited to students who have successfully completed all graduation requirements
including those established by the State and who are in good academic and disciplinary standing. These requirements must
be met by the first day of graduation practice.
Valedictorian and Salutatorian
Both Valedictorian and Salutatorian are recognized at graduation ceremonies as the 1st and 2nd ranked students in their
graduating class. To be eligible for this distinction, students must be Grove City Area Senior High School students in their
last two consecutive years.
Graduation with Honors
Three honor levels are recognized at graduation. Students who have achieved an overall grade point average of 96% or
higher are recognized as distinguished scholars. Those students achieving an average of 91% are graduated with high honors
and those achieving an average of 86% are graduated with honors.
Early Graduation
A student who graduates early must complete all Pennsylvania and Grove City Area School District requirements for a high
school diploma in three years.
A student may apply for early graduation, at the beginning of their junior year, provided that all requirements for a
Pennsylvania and Grove City High School Diploma can be met in three years. These include successful completion of all
credits and Keystone assessment requirements. Parent/guardian permission, as well as principal approval, are required.

2021-2022 School Year
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Class Standing and Graduation
Class standing does NOT determine the year of graduation.
Class standing (grade level) at the senior high school level is easily misunderstood. Students will be promoted each year to
the next grade level for data collection purposes. This promotion is NOT an indicator of the number of credits earned and
does not indicate if specific graduation requirements are being met. Students and parents are reminded that graduation
requires meeting the criteria stated in this book under Graduation Requirements. Therefore, class standing has limited
meaning and use at the senior high level.
Primary uses of class standing (grade level) are:
1. Determining class rank
2. Eligibility for student activities and athletics
3. Student processing for scheduling
4. A database for record keeping and reporting data

Having senior class status (12th grade) DOES NOT necessarily mean that students can or will
graduate at the end of the school year.
Credit Deficiencies
In order to receive credit for a course, students must have an overall passing average and complete the mid-term and/or final
exam. Arrangements for eliminating credit deficiencies must be made through the School Counseling Office. In all cases,
provision must be made for meeting the criteria for course credit, which is an overall passing grade.
Credit deficiencies due to course failure may be eliminated through:
1. Repeating the course.
2. Credit Recovery through a certified teacher (designated as make-up on transcript), must be approved by the
principal and coordinated by the school counselor.
3. Credit Recovery through the GCASD Online Academy.
4. Independent Learning Plan approved by the principal and coordinated by the school counselor.
National Honor Society (NHS) Eligibility
To be eligible for an invitation to join the NHS, students must be in 11 th or 12th grade and meet the following GPA (Grade
Point Average) requirements:
Cumulative GPA of ≥ 90.4999 AND Marking Period 1 GPA of ≥ 90.4999.
Students who meet this GPA criteria will then receive additional application materials which must be completed and returned
to the NHS advisor by the specified deadline.
Any 11th or 12th grade student who meets the Cumulative GPA criteria BUT does not meet the MP1 GPA criteria will have
another opportunity to qualify for an invitation based on their MP2 GPA…provided it is ≥ 90.4999.

2021-2022 School Year
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How to calculate GPA at GCHS
GPA – Grade Point Average – Total QP divided by total attempted credits
QP – Quality Points – Percent grade in the class multiplied by the credit value of the class
AP – Advanced Placement classes – Add 10 ‘incentive points’ to GPA
College classes, Individualized Learning Plans (ILPs) and P/F (Pass/Fail) classes are NOT used in the GPA calculation.
Current P/F classes are: Online Driver’s Education and Work Training. Students can earn credit for all P/F classes at GCHS,
but these classes are NOT used in GPA calculations.
For ALL classes except AP, follow this process:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Multiply the percentage grade of each class by the credit value for the class to get QPs for each class.
Add all of the QPs for each class to get a Total QP value.
Add all of the credit values for each class to get a Total Attempted Credits value.
Divide the Total QP value by the Total Attempted Credits to get GPA.

Honor Roll: High Honor Roll – Marking Period GPA ≥ 90.5

Honor Roll – Marking Period GPA ≥ 85.5

Graduation Honors: Cumulative GPA through MP3 of the senior year.
Distinguished Scholars – Cum. GPA ≥ 96 High Honors – Cum. GPA ≥ 91

Honors – Cum. GPA ≥ 86

Class Rank: Class Rank is calculated once each year, at the end of the school year. The only exception is for Graduation
Honors – for seniors only – at the end of MP3 in their senior year.

2021-2022 School Year
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Scheduling
Course Registration
Each year students must determine what courses they need (or wish) to enroll in for the coming year. Students are encouraged
to take this process seriously, to consider their career plans, and to discuss their choices with their parents as well as teachers
and counselors. Final registration for courses needs to be made with a great deal of thought. Except under exceptional
circumstances, students will be scheduled into progressively challenging courses. No students will be permitted to register for
a class at a lower level than a class that they already passed.
Counselors schedule group and individual meetings to aid in the process. Parent conferences are also encouraged. Career
information is available in the school counseling office. Scheduled courses are determined by students’ interests and/or local
board and State legal requirements. Some offerings that have limited interest may not be scheduled every year.
In cases of schedule conflicts or courses not scheduled (as part of the master schedule), students will be assigned to their
alternate choices if possible. Every reasonable effort is made to schedule all students in their first choice of courses, but it is
not always possible. Students are welcome to select an alternate choice for any offering.
Course Selection
The scheduling process of the school is based upon the choices for courses made by the students. Decisions concerning the
master schedule for the coming year are based upon these choices. These decisions then determine the type and number of
courses offered, number of sections scheduled and the allocation of school resources.
All courses listed in this booklet (Program of Studies) may not be offered. If there is not sufficient registration for a course, it
will be cancelled, and the affected students will be notified as soon as possible so that they may make another course
selection.
Student Schedules
Once made, students’ schedules should be viewed as a contract between the students and the school. July 1, prior to the start
of the school year, is the last date that any schedule changes will be considered. Schedules will be considered final and
binding after July 1.
Dropping/Changing Courses
All course/schedule changes must be processed by the school counselors. A course cannot be dropped after 25 school days.
Dual Enrollment
Through a District approved dual enrollment agreement with Grove City College, students in grades 11 – 12 may take
courses online as well as on campus for the fall and spring semesters. On campus/in-person courses may also be available;
however, may be limited and will be considered on a case-by-case basis. Students and parents can access information
relating to application for admission, available courses, and registration at Grove City College Dual Enrollment Program.
Dual enrolled students must participate, at a minimum, in the equivalent of 7 full course periods per year (28 credits total) to
maintain full-time status. Successful Grove City High School graduates will earn (passing grade) a minimum of twenty-four
and one half (24.5) credits from approved course work completed in grades 9 through 12.
1.
2.

Dual enrollment course title and grade will be reflected on the student’s high school transcript as one credit and
will not be calculated into the student’s high school GPA.
The student submits an Independent Learning Plan (ILP) prior to taking the dual enrollment course(s). The dual
enrollment course will be reflected on the student’s high school transcript as either P(Pass) or F(Fail) and will
not be factored into the student’s high school GPA.

Students completing courses at colleges that do not currently have a dual enrollment agreement with Grove City Area School
District may have the course reflected on their high school transcript through the Independent Learning (ILP) process.

2021-2022 School Year
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SCHEDULING FOR THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR
Scheduling Procedures
The Program of Studies is provided to assist students and their parents with the task of selecting courses.
It is essential for students and parents to acquaint themselves with the contents of the Program of Studies
so that knowledgeable decisions can be made about an individual student’s course of study.
As students select courses, attention should be given to course requirements, entrance prerequisites and
course sequences. Students should realistically assess their capabilities and ambitions. Remember when
scheduling Advanced Placement (AP) courses that these are college level courses. Advanced Placement
courses give students the opportunity to tackle college-level work while still being in high school. The
courses are designed to be inquiry courses, often pushing a student’s analytical and reasoning skills to
the brink. The courses are an excellent indicator of how a student will perform in college as they require
a high degree of independence and motivation. At the end of the course, the student will have the
chance to take the Advanced Placement test and possibly earn college credit and higher placement in a
key subject area. If students have any doubts or questions concerning a course, they are encouraged to
discuss the course with the appropriate teacher or counselor.
The selection of courses will ultimately depend upon the student’s abilities, the student’s interests and
specific requirements of the college a student plans on attending or the program of study a student
wishes to pursue upon graduation.
Scheduling Changes
The courses you select reflect a combination of required and elective courses. Any request or schedule
changes must be made by July 1, 2021. After this date, if there is an error in a student schedule, the
student will submit a “Schedule Change Request Form” to the guidance office for review and will be
limited to the following categories:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

The student has already taken and passed the course.
The student did not pass/did poorly in the prerequisite for the course.
The student wishes to be in a higher-level course.
The student is missing a graduation requirement.
The student is scheduled for a course that is for the wrong grade level.
The student does not have a complete schedule.
The student failed a subject and must repeat that subject.

No schedule changes will occur after the designated timeline. Any student requesting a schedule change
must complete the proper request form and submit it to his/her counselor.

2021-2022 School Year
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Withdrawal from a Course
If a student wishes to withdraw from a course, the student will complete the “Course Withdrawal
Request Form” that includes the reason for the withdrawal, parent, student and current teacher's
signatures. Completed forms will then be submitted to the Guidance Office to be reviewed by the
scheduling committee.
The scheduling committee will meet to evaluate and process the request accordingly.
● The scheduling committee may require the student to continue in the assigned course.
○ The scheduling committee and the student will develop a student improvement plan that
may require additional supports and extended learning time.
● The scheduling committee may facilitate the withdrawal procedures.
○ The scheduling committee will determine the grades earned and the credits awarded.
Withdrawals from a class may result in one of the following:
■ “WF” Withdraw Failing
■ “W” Course Withdraw
● The scheduling committee will evaluate extenuating circumstances to determine relevance
pertaining to withdrawal requests. All withdrawals will appear on the student transcript.
The following information outlines the times and procedures for the scheduling of students:
2021-2022 Scheduling Process
Thursday, March 18th – Scheduling Meetings with current 10th and 11th grade students. (Google Meet
– Link is on the GCHS website homepage.)
Thursday, March 18th – Scheduling Meeting with current 9th grade students (Google Meet – Link is
on the GCHS website homepage.)
Monday, March 22nd – Scheduling Meeting with current 8th grade students (Middle School)
Thursday, March 25th – Scheduling Information Parent Meetings (Zoom Video Meeting – Links are
on the GCHS website homepage.)
March 31st and April 1st – 9th, 10th, and 11th grade students enter course requests with school
counselors.
April 8th – 8th grade students enter course requests with school counselors.
Students will receive the courses they were successfully scheduled for before the end of the school year.
Any request for schedule changes must be made prior to July 1st. After this date, the student will need
to follow the schedule change policy outlined in the program of studies.

2021-2022 School Year
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COURSES FOR 2021 – 2022
CRS#
ART110
ART210
ART220
ART310
ART320

Art
Intro. to Art (1 cr)
Ceramics (1 cr)
Painting & Printmaking (1 cr)
Community Art (1 cr)
Art Journaling (1 cr)

COM110
COM120

Business Technology
Intro. to Computer Science (.5 cr)
Intro. to Programming (.5 cr)

ENG100
ENG110
ENG230
ENG300
ENG410

English
English Tutorial (1 cr)
World Literature & Comp. (1 cr)
Poetry (.5 cr)
Introduction to Debate (.5 cr)
Yearbook (1 cr.)

FCS110
FCS120
FCS130

Family & Consumer Science
Family & Consumer Sci. 1 (.5 cr)
Family & Consumer Sci. 2 (.5 cr)
Family & Consumer Sci 3 (.5 cr)

HTH009
HTH151
HTH152
HTH153
HTH154
HTH155

Health & Fitness
Driver’s Education (.5 cr)
Health & Fitness (.5 cr)
Net/Racquet Sports (.5 cr)
Team/Ultimate Sports Strategies (.5 cr)
Life-Leisure Activities (.5 cr)
Personal Physical Fitness (.5 cr)

2021-2022 School Year

CRS#
MTH110
MTH120
MTH210
MTH220
MTH320

Math
Algebra Essentials (1 cr)
Algebra I (1 cr)
Geometry (1 cr)
Geometry - Honors (1 cr)
Algebra II - Honors (1 cr)

MUS110
MUS120
MUS130
MUS140
MUS150
MUS200
MUS210
MUS220

Music
Ukulele (.5 cr)
Guitar I (.5 cr)
Guitar II (.5 cr)
History of Rock & Roll (.5 cr)
Musical Theatre (.5 cr)
Concert Band (1 cr)
Concert Choir (1 cr)
Chamber Singers (1 cr)

SCI110
SCI120
SCI130
SCI140
SCI150
SCI210

Science
Science Through Film (.5 cr)
Science Through Film (.5 cr)
Geology (.5 cr)
Elements of Chemistry (.5 cr)
Elements of Physics (.5 cr)
Biology (1 cr)

SOC110
SOC120

Social Studies
History through Film (.5 cr)
Emergence of America (1 cr)

CRS#

ENG010
MTH020
SCI030
LCE040

Special Education
Life Transitions
Emotional and Autistic Support
Reading (1 cr)
Pre-Algebra (1 cr)
Pre-Biology (1 cr)
Pre-Employment Transition Serv. (1 cr)

TCH110
TCH120
TCH130
TCH140
TCH150
TCH160
TCH170
TCH210
TCH220
TCH230

Technology & Engineering Education
Materials Processing 1 (.5 cr)
Materials Processing 2 (.5 cr)
3D Printing and Design 1 (.5 cr)
3D Printing and Design 2 (.5 cr)
Vis. Design & Digital Photo (.5 cr)
Video Production 1 (.5 cr)
Video Production 2 (.5 cr)
CNC Design (.5 cr)
Robotics (.5 cr)
3D Modeling & Animation (1 cr)

FLG110
FLG120

World Language
Spanish I (1 cr)
French I (1 cr)

ILP111

Independent Learning Plan
Independent Learning Plan Elect. (.5cr)
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Art Department Courses
Course #

Course Title

Credit

Grade
Level

ART110

Intro to Art

1.0

9-12

ART210

Ceramics

1.0

9-12

ART220

Painting & Printmaking

1.0

9-12

ART310

Community Art

1.0

9-12

ART320

Art Journaling

1.0

9-12

Prerequisites/Requirements

Art
Intro to Art
ART110

Grade 9-12
Credit 1 (Max 1)

Develop a foundation for future art classes through lessons that focus on technique, art history, and artistic freedom. Projects
include, but are not limited to drawing, painting, printmaking, and sculpture.

Ceramics
ART210

Grade 9-12
Credit 1 (Max 2)

Create decorative and functional works of art using hand built and wheel thrown sculptural techniques. Express your
creativity through mugs, bowls and other functional pottery as well as explore sculpture and design techniques. In addition
to a $20.00 lab fee, students may need to purchase some materials for this course.

Painting and Printmaking
ART220

Grade 9-12
Credit 1 (Max 2)

Broaden your artistic portfolio through various painting and printing media. Watercolor, acrylic, and oil paints, block
printing, screen printing and engraving will be the focal points of artistic exploration. In addition to a $20 lab fee, students
may need to purchase some materials for this course.

Community Art
ART310

Grade 9-12
Credit 1 (Max 4)

Contribute to the positive environment in our school and community by collaboratively creating pieces of public art. Projects
may include, but are not limited to murals, mosaics, installations, and sculptures.

Art Journaling
ART320

Grade 9-12
Credit 1 (Max 1)

Use an art journal as a means of self-discovery and creative experimentation. Mixed media techniques and written journal
entries create an authentic representation of oneself and offer an outlet for reflection that is attainable for every student. In
addition to a $20 lab fee, students are responsible for getting a mixed media sketchbook.

2021-2022 School Year

19

Business Technology Department Courses
Course #

Course Title

Credit

Grade
Level

COM110

Introduction to Computer Science

0.5

9-12

COM120

Introduction to Programming

0.5

9-12

Prerequisites

Business Technology
Introduction to Computer Science
COM110

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

Computer science is considered the “new literacy” of the 21 st century. This course will sharpen problem-solving skills and
explore the history and mechanics of how computers work and how the invention of the internet has connected everyone in a
way that no one could have ever imagined. In this class, students will learn about domain names, hosting, and html while
they customize their own space on the web. Students will also be introduced to the basics of programming, including types
of computer instructions (sequential, conditional, iterative), which students will apply in creating their own programs and
games in a drag-and-drop environment.

Introduction to Programming
COM120

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

A one-semester introduction to programming in Python, with an emphasis on critical thinking, problem solving, and
creativity. Specific topics include functions, variables, expressions, conditionals, loops, strings, lists, graphics, and
animations, as well as top-down design, testing, and debugging. The main goals of this course are for students to learn the
fundamentals of programming, to enjoy coding, and be able to use programming creatively to help solve problems in a
variety of domains.
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English Department Courses
Course #

Course Title

Credit

Grade
Level

Prerequisites

ENG100

English Tutorial

1.0

9-11

ENG110

World Literature & Composition

1.0

9

ENG230

Poetry

0.5

9-12

ENG300

Introduction to Debate

0.5

9-12

Completion of Complex
Communications is recommended.

ENG410

Yearbook

1.0

9-12

Students must apply each year.

English
English Tutorial
ENG100

Grade 9-11
Credit 1

This is a course designed to provide academic support to those students needing assistance in English. It is designed to
provide extra instruction and assistance developing the skills learned in English classes in order to achieve proficiency on the
English Keystone assessment or local assessment.

World Literature and Composition
ENG110

1 credit Core Course – English

Grade 9
Credit 1

World Literature and Composition is a standards-based, skills-driven course focused on reading, writing, and sentence
structure. Students read short stories, poems, plays, autobiographies, speeches, epics, etc. from all over the world; specific
areas of focus are Africa, the Middle East, Asia, Latin America, and Ancient Greece. The textbook is World Writers Today.
In their study of literature, students develop a firm grasp of the literary language, tools, and skills assessed on the Keystone
Literature Exam. Vocabulary study arises from the literature. In addition to studying one novel together as a class, students
read self-selected novels independently over the course of the year. Process writing is integral to World Literature and
Composition: students compose Narrative, Informational, and Persuasive essays. During Writing Workshops, students’
Constructed Responses move through a collaborative process involving Self-Assessment, Peer-Assessment, and TeacherAssessment. Finally, students learn to demonstrate a command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage
when writing and speaking. Formative and Summative Assessments are aligned to the Fiction and Nonfiction Assessment
Anchors.

Poetry
ENG230

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

Poetry is a semester long intensive course exploring the masters of the English language: poets and songwriters. Over the
course of the semester, students will explore representative poets from a variety of time periods, backgrounds, and styles to
better understand, analyze and write poetry. Students will learn how to interpret poetry from different ideological
perspectives and will explore the various methods, forms, and experiences that have helped shape individual poets. Through
in-class writing exercises, reading of model poems, and discussion of student work, this course also encourages students to
produce poetry of increasing quality. Students will learn the basic elements of poetry, important types of poems, and
fundamental poetic techniques. Students will be expected to write analytically about poetry in addition to writing their own
pieces that use many of the same devices as master poets and songwriters.
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Introduction to Debate
ENG300

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

Introduction to Debate is a one-semester introductory course that covers a variety of styles of public speaking and formal
debate. Through instruction, research, and practice, students will become familiar with these styles. Each unit will culminate
in performance assignments that require students to demonstrate their abilities within the classroom setting. Opportunities to
take their knowledge to competition at the local and state level may be made available to students as well through
extracurricular programs. Complex Communications is recommended before taking this course.

Yearbook
ENG410

Grade 9-12
Credit 1

Yearbook staff is responsible for planning, layout, copywriting, and photography, involved in the production of the Pine
Knot. Students will learn the principles of design layout, copywriting techniques, and the procedures involved in the
preparation of the yearbook. As a part of the yearbook project, all staff members are responsible for the fundraising activities
which are intended to support the yearbook. All yearbook activities are under the direction of the advisor. Yearbook staff
members must complete an application and are selected by the advisor. As part of the selection process, teachers will be
asked to complete a recommendation form. Staff members must reapply each year.
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Family & Consumer Science Department Courses
Course #

Course Title

Credit

Grade
Level

Prerequisites

FCS110

Family & Consumer Science 1: Cooking
and Kitchen Management

0.5

9-10

FCS120

Family & Consumer Science 2: Family Life
and Child Development

0.5

9-10

Completion of Family & Consumer
Science 1 with a 75% or higher or
approval from a guidance counselor

FCS130

Family & Consumer Science 3: Advanced
Cooking and Baking

0.5

9-10

Completion of Family & Consumer
Science 1 with a 75% or higher or
approval from a guidance counselor

Family and Consumer Sciences
Family and Consumer Science 1: Cooking and Kitchen Management
FCS110

Grade 9-10
Credit .5

Students will develop essential cooking and kitchen management skills as they prepare delicious dishes. Coursework will
include kitchen safety and preparation, nutrition, and kitchen usage. Through hands-on experiences, class discussions, and
demonstrations, students will gain experience in and around the kitchen and dining space.

Family and Consumer Science 2: Family Life and Child Development
FCS120

Grade 9-10
Credit .5

Prerequisite: Family and Consumer Science 1: Cooking and Kitchen Management
This semester course examines family life, healthy relationships and the topics of pregnancy, prenatal development, and
infant care. Students will “parent” simulator babies and will study child development. Students will also learn simple hand
sewing techniques and complete a sewing project of their choice. Criteria for recommendation: Completion of Family and
Consumer Science 1 with a grade of 75% or higher or have approval from a guidance counselor. Students are responsible
for a $10 lab fee.

Family and Consumer Science 3: Advanced Cooking and Baking
FCS130

Grade 9-10
Credit .5

Prerequisite: Family and Consumer Science 1: Cooking and Kitchen Management
During this one semester course, students will advance their cooking skills as they learn to prepare and present international
cuisine, desserts, baked goods, and other gourmet foods. Students will also show their creativity with party planning and
home decorating. Criteria for recommendation: Completion of Family and Consumer Science 1 with a grade of 75% or
higher or have approval from a guidance counselor.
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Health & Fitness Department Courses
Course #

Course Title

Credit

Grade
Level

HTH009

Driver’s Education

0.5

9-12

HTH151

Health & Fitness

0.5

9

HTH152

Net/Racquet Sports

0.5

9-12

HTH153

Team/Ultimate Sports Strategies

0.5

9-12

HTH154

Life-Leisure Activities

0.5

9-12

HTH155

Personal Physical Fitness

0.5

9-12

Prerequisites

Health and Fitness
Health & Fitness
HTH151

Grade 9
Credit .5

This course is a GCHS graduation requirement assigned to all 9 th grade students and is designed to meet both the national
and Pennsylvania state standards for health, safety, and physical education.
Health & Fitness for all 9th grade students will encompass a blend of health and personal fitness education topics. Personal
fitness will include a wide range of physical activities/disciplines with an emphasis on developing a deeper understanding of
lifelong fitness strategies and opportunities. Health topics will target age relevant content such as nutrition, body systems,
healthy relationships, drugs and alcohol, vaping and health-conscious decision making. Throughout the course, students will
learn how to develop personal health and fitness plans that are responsive to a variety of individualized goals and needs.
Additionally, the physical activities utilized in this course will expose our 9th grade students to the variety of fitness course
categories that will be available for elective course selections throughout their high school experience. These categories
include, but are not limited to: Personal Physical Fitness, Net/Racquet Sports, Team Sports, and Life-Leisure Activities.

Net/Racquet Sports
HTH152

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

This class is an elective for grades 9-12. This course is designed for students that have an interest in net and racquet sports.
Activities will consist of badminton, table tennis, pickleball, spikeball, nitro ball, four square volleyball, and volleyball.
Students will understand personal and team concepts while creating plays, strategies, and officiate gameplay. Students will
apply movement concepts to the learning and development of motor skills. Through physical activity, the course will provide
opportunities for interaction, challenge, enjoyment, and self-expression.

Team/Ultimate Sports Strategies
HTH153

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

This class is an elective for grades 9-12. Students will engage in activities that demonstrate the ability to perform
fundamental concepts of team sports such as basketball, volleyball, flag football, soccer, hockey, lacrosse, ultimate
frisbee/football, tchoukball, and speedball. Students will understand personal and team concepts while creating plays,
strategies, and officiate gameplay. Students will apply movement concepts to the learning and development of motor skills.
Through physical activity, the course will provide opportunities for interaction, challenge, enjoyment, and self-expression.
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Life-Leisure Activities
HTH154

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

This class is an elective for grades 9-12. Students will engage in movements and activities that can be performed throughout
their lifetime. Activities will consist of hiking, nature walks, distance running, disc golf, cornhole, spikeball, four square,
kan-jam, and archery. Students will apply movement concepts to the learning and development of motor skills. This course
will provide students with the opportunity to apply fitness principles to lifetime activities and how to achieve optimal lifelong
fitness.

Personal Physical Fitness
HTH155

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

This class is an elective for grades 9-12. This course will provide students the opportunity to develop their own fitness plan.
Students will engage in activities that are tailored to their own needs and goals by building a fitness portfolio. Activities will
consist of weight training, resistance training, speed training, weight management, aerobic exercise, dance, and yoga.
Students will learn basic nutrition that is customized to their fitness goal and how it affects their personal fitness. This course
will provide students with a sense of dedication, motivation, and self-satisfaction.

Driver’s Education
HTH009

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

In-class instruction is best suited for 9th and 10th grade students however, this course is open to all students that
have not yet passed their driver’s test. This course will introduce specific Pennsylvania state laws, the licensing
system, vehicle operations, traffic signs and signals, pavement markings, driving conditions, and highway safety.
This course will give students the knowledge and understanding on how to achieve a learner’s permit and driver’s
license in the state of Pennsylvania.
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Math Department Courses
Course #

Course Title

Credit

Grade
Level

Prerequisites

MTH110

Algebra Essentials

1.0

9-10

MTH120

Algebra I

1.0

9-10

MTH210

Geometry

1.0

9-10

MTH220

Geometry – Honors

1.0

9-10

Completion of Algebra I with an 85%
or higher

MTH320

Algebra II – Honors

1.0

9-11

Completion of Algebra I with an 85%
or higher and/or completion of
Geometry – Honors with an 81% or
higher

Mathematics
Algebra Essentials
MTH110

Grade 9-10
Credit 1

Algebra Essentials is a course designed for students at the high school who may not be fully prepared for Algebra I. The
course will cover basic mathematical literacy, real numbers, algebraic concepts and the study of linear functions and their
properties. Successful completion of the course will result in subsequent placement into Algebra I. It is strongly
recommended that students have a scientific calculator (TI-30XS is recommended).

Algebra I
MTH120

1 credit Core Course – Mathematics

Grade 9-10
Credit 1

Algebra I is a fundamental course that builds upon previously learned math content. The concepts of real numbers and
variables are developed through real-world applications. Topics include one and two variable equations, linear equations and
inequalities, quadratic equations, polynomials in one and two variables, graphing on the Cartesian Coordinate System, and
simplifying and evaluating rational algebraic expressions. Students also learn to communicate through algebraic terms,
through projects, activities, and content examinations. Students will take the Keystone Algebra I examination towards the end
of this course. It is strongly recommended that students have a scientific calculator (TI-30XS is recommended).

Geometry
MTH210

1 credit Core Course – Mathematics

Grade 9-10
Credit 1

Prerequisite: Algebra I
Students will study geometric concepts with an integration of concepts from Algebra I. Geometry study includes the determination
and application of perimeter, area, circumference, surface area and volume; properties of congruence, similarity, lines, triangles,
quadrilaterals, and circles will be applied to solve problems. The class will also cover trigonometry ratios, special right triangles,
and square roots. It is strongly recommended that students have a scientific calculator (TI-30XS is recommended).
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Geometry – Honors
MTH220

1 credit Core Course – Mathematics

Grade 9-10
Credit 1

Prerequisite: Algebra I
This course will cover the determination and application of perimeter, area, circumference, surface area, and volume. The
properties of congruence, similarity, lines, triangles, quadrilaterals, and circles will be applied to solve problems. The class
will also cover trigonometry ratios, special right triangles, square roots and the beginning concepts of Calculus. It is strongly
recommended that students have a scientific calculator (TI-30XS is recommended). Criteria for Recommendation:
Completion of Algebra I with a grade of 85% or higher.

Algebra II – Honors
MTH320

1 credit Core Course – Mathematics

Grade 9-11
Credit 1

Prerequisite: Algebra I
This course will focus on the study of functions, specifically linear, quadratic, exponential, logarithmic, radical, and rational
functions. Students will solve real-life problems using algebraic techniques and incorporate data analysis, geometry,
trigonometry, and probability into their solutions. It is strongly recommended that students have a graphing calculator (TI84+ is recommended). Criteria for Recommendation: Completion of Algebra I with a grade of 85% or higher and/or
completion of Geometry – Honors with a grade of 81% or higher.
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Music Department Courses
Course #

Course Title

Credit

Grade
Level

MUS110

Ukulele

0.5

9-12

MUS120

Guitar I

0.5

9-12

MUS130

Guitar II

0.5

9-12

MUS140

History of Rock & Roll

0.5

9-12

MUS150

Musical Theatre – Exploration and
Performance (Not offered 2021-2022)

0.5

9-12

MUS200

Concert Band

1.0

9-12

MUS210

Concert Choir

1.0

9-12

MUS220

Chamber Singers

1.0

9-12

Prerequisites

Completion of Guitar I with an 85% or
higher

Students must audition.

Students must audition.

Music
Ukulele
MUS110

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

Ukulele is for beginning and intermediate ukulele players. This class will explore the basics of the instrument, its history,
and technique on how to play. Students will develop their playing technique through note reading, scales, chords, and
various strum patterns. Students will play both individually and as an ensemble in the class. Previous musical experience is
not required for this course.

Guitar I
MUS120

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

Guitar I is for beginning and intermediate guitar players. This class is for students who have never picked up a guitar before
or are looking to refine their skills. This class will explore note reading, scales, basic strumming and fingerpicking, basic
chords and a basic history of the guitar and playing styles. Students will be able to understand proper playing technique and
will be able to work both individually and in small ensembles.

Guitar II
MUS130

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

Prerequisite: Guitar I
Guitar II is for students who are advanced in their playing and have completed the Guitar I level course. This course will go
more in depth with playing. It will cover barre chords, advanced chords, jazz rhythms, blues rhythms, rock rhythms, and
advanced picking and strum techniques. Students will learn how to write their own songs and perform them in small
ensembles. Criteria for Recommendation: Completion of Guitar I with an 85% or higher.
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History of Rock and Roll
MUS140

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

This course examines the history of rock, primarily as it occurred in the United States beginning with its Blues origins and
expanding to present day styles. Students will listen, analyze, research, and discuss rock and roll music within the cultural
context of the United States, emphasizing how rock music shape time periods, technology, and the music business. This
course will cover the music of Elvis Presley, Bob Dylan, The Beatles, the Rolling Stones, and many more artists.

Musical Theatre – Exploration and Performance
MUS150 (Not offered 2021-2022)

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

Regardless of students’ singing, acting, or dancing level, there is a place for them in Musical Theatre Class. This class will
explore the history of musical theatre and how it became the contemporary theatre of today. Included in this course will be
analysis of scenes and songs and how to translate them to the stage, the ability to use the voice and body expressively, and a
working knowledge of acting terminology as well as basic terminology of music theatre dance songs. Students will have the
ability to perform as soloists, duos, and groups both in singing and acting. This course will also offer students the
information they need to audition for a performance if they so desire.

Concert Band
MUS200

Grade 9-12
Credit 1 (Max 4)

The Senior High Band is the core ensemble of the instrumental music program. Students develop musical skills by studying
various compositions in many styles. In addition, the ensemble performs in a variety of settings throughout the calendar year
including concerts and festivals. Performance trips are taken by the group periodically. Band members are required to
participate in all scheduled events. Members are expected to display self-responsibility and generally accepted standards of
behavior and self-discipline. Additionally, members are responsible for keeping their instruments in playing condition
whether owned by the student or by the school. Class by audition.

Concert Choir
MUS210

Grade 9-12
Credit 1 (Max 4)

This is a course for developing vocal musical skills. Skills include matching pitch, basic sight-reading, a sense of rhythm,
vocal techniques, and the ability to follow direction. Students study various types and styles of music throughout the year.
Several required concerts are performed during the calendar year.

Chamber Singers
MUS220

Grade 9-12
Credit 1 (Max 4)

This is an advanced vocal course for those students with higher skills in music. Students must be able to match pitch, have
complex sight-reading skills, and a highly developed sense of rhythm. Students study various types and styles of music with
an emphasis on more sophisticated musical styles, techniques, and languages. Several required concerts are performed
during the calendar year. Enrollment is limited. Class by audition.
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Science Department Courses
Course #

Course Title

Credit

Grade
Level

SCI110

Science through Film

0.5

9-12

SCI120

Science through Film

0.5

9-12

SCI130

Geology

0.5

9-12

SCI140

Elements of Chemistry

0.5

9

SCI150

Elements of Physics

0.5

9

SCI210

Biology

1.0

9-10

Prerequisites

Science
*Dissection Policy: Student who chooses to refrain from participation in and/or observation of animal dissection has the right
by law to do so. In the event that a student objects to this activity, an alternative educational assignment will be provided.

Science Through Film
SCI110 (Semester 1)

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

Have you ever wondered if dinosaurs really could be cloned and run rampant through a theme park? Have you ever
wondered if a great white shark really is capable of terrorizing a small Northeastern town? Can a virus cause a worldwide
pandemic? Can you really grow potatoes on Mars? All of these questions and more will be answered!
Science Through Film (Fall) uses popular science fiction movies as a catalyst for learning science. Each project-based unit
will center around an iconic movie and include topics such as botany, genetics, chemistry, ecosystems, endangered species,
and more!

Science Through Film
SCI120 (Semester 2)

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

Could a meteor really destroy the Earth? Can radio waves be used to communicate with extraterrestrial life? Will humans be
genetically engineered in the future? Strap on your proton pack, hop in your DeLorean and prepare for 1.21 gigawatts of fun!
Science Through Film (Spring) uses popular science fiction movies as a catalyst for learning science. Each project-based
unit will center around an iconic movie and include topics such as botany, genetics, chemistry, ecosystems, endangered
species, and more!

Geology
SCI130

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

This course emphasizes the fundamentals of geology such as the composition and structure of the earth and its internal and
surface processes. Students will explore rocks, minerals, geologic time, plate tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes, surface
processes, and earth resources. Laboratory experiments, worksheets, field work, projects, videos, and class discussion will
enhance the students’ understanding and appreciation of our planet.
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Elements of Chemistry
SCI140

.5 credit Core Course – Science

Grade 9
Credit .5

This lab-based course is designed to explore the fundamental concepts of chemistry. During this course, students will
develop reading skills, note taking, critical thinking, problem solving, observing, hypothesizing, researching, experimenting,
and using scientific tools and techniques. The laboratory experiments will enable students to gain direct hands-on experience
to reinforce the application of the concepts obtained in the classroom. In addition to content knowledge, students will gain a
fundamental appreciation for how the process of science works and an understanding of its interconnectivity.

Elements of Physics
SCI150

.5 credit Core Course – Science

Grade 9
Credit .5

This lab-based course is designed to explore the fundamental concepts of physics. During this course, students will develop
upon the skills of reading non-fiction text, note-taking, critical thinking, problem solving, observing, hypothesizing,
researching, experimenting, and using scientific tools and techniques. The laboratory experiments will enable students to
gain direct hands-on experience to reinforce the application of the concepts obtained in the classroom. In addition to content
knowledge, students will gain a fundamental appreciation for how the process of science works and an understanding of its
interconnectivity.

Biology
SCI210

1 credit Core Course – Science

Grade 9-10
Credit 1

The course focuses on the global nature of life and the interactions of the biodiversity of the world and their relationships to
humans. The emphasis of knowledge will include the areas of characteristics of life, ecology, biochemistry, cell structure,
bioenergetics, cellular reproduction, genetics, phylogeny, protein synthesis, classification, data/graph analysis, and problemsolving involving biological mathematics. Hands-on laboratory procedures, critical thinking skills, and the scientific method
of inquiry are strongly emphasized. Additionally, developing reading for comprehension and study skills will be integrated
throughout the course. As a result of this course, students will have a better understanding of life’s inner workings as well as
the interactions occurring between the environment and living organisms. Students will take the Keystone Assessment
towards the end of this course.
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Social Studies Department Courses
Course #

Course Title

Credit

Grade
Level

SOC110

History through Film

0.5

9-12

SOC120

Emergence of America

1.0

9

Prerequisites

Social Studies
History through Film
SOC110

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

This course is designed to give students practical experience in critical analysis by evaluating full length feature films as
historical evidence. Films will be utilized to provide an in-depth glimpse into the social, political, economic, and cultural
currents of various time periods. The time periods portrayed in the films, as well as the time periods in which the film was
made, will be examined through critical reviews and in-class discussions.

Emergence of America
SOC120

1 credit Core Course – Social Science

Grade 9
Credit 1

In this course, students will investigate the major events, figures, ideas, and turning points of American history beginning
with the growing tensions of Sectionalism in America through World War I. Major units of study will include: Sectionalism
and the Divided Country, the Civil War, Reconstruction, Westward Expansion, Industrialism, the Progressive Era, and
American Involvement in World War I. Students will gain an understanding of how and why the events that transpired in
these time periods shaped America, both past and present. Throughout the course, students will analyze historical sources,
make historical connections, apply chronological reasoning, and create and support historical arguments.
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Special Education Department Courses
Course #

Course Title

Credit

Grade
Level

Prerequisites

Life Transitions
Emotional and Autistic Support
ENG010

Reading

1.0

9-12

MTH020

Pre-Algebra

1.0

9-12

SCI030

Pre-Biology

1.0

9-12

LCE040

Pre-Employment Transition Services
(PETS)

1.0

9-12

Special Education
Life Transitions

Grade 9-12

The life transactions course provides students the opportunity to learn functional academics, daily living, and transition skills.
The course is designed to prepare students for life after high school by helping them gain independent living skills. The
curriculum is individualized to meet the needs of each student. The students may receive instruction in the following areas:
managing personal finances, time management, reading for everyday life, household maintenance, caring for personal needs,
safety awareness, awareness of community resources, transition planning, social skills and communication, technology for
daily life, and self-advocacy.

Emotional and Autistic Support Classroom

Grade 9-12

The Emotional and Autistic Support Classroom is a program designed to enable students to acquire and generalize skills
related to self-management and interpersonal relationships in education, home, community, and employment settings to
achieve individual goals based on assessed needs. The main objective of the class is to facilitate a structured environment
while providing the students with opportunities to develop and practice appropriate and acceptable social and emotional skills
thus enabling the students to successfully progress both academically and socially. Expected results for the students include:
academic achievement, social and emotional growth, meaningful participation in school and community, positive
communication skills, improved self-esteem, problem solving, decision making and planning and increased on task behaviors.

Reading
ENG010

Grade 9-12
Credit 1

This course is designed to improve reading skills through various lessons based on placement test results. Lessons are geared
towards literature and informational text and focus is placed in the areas of key ideas and details, craft and structure,
integration of knowledge and ideas, range of reading, and level of text complexity. Foundational skills that are incorporated
in lessons are print concepts, phonological awareness, phonics, and word recognition and fluency.

Pre-Algebra
MTH020

Grade 9-12
Credit 1

Pre-Algebra is designed to assist students in making the transition to Algebra Essentials. Students will be able to demonstrate
competencies working with positive, negative, and rational numbers, as well as solving equations and inequalities, and
graphing on a coordinate plane. A heavy emphasis will be placed on improving and building upon basic math skills. Students
are required to have a scientific calculator (TI-30XS is recommended).
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Pre-Biology
SCI030

Grade 9-12
Credit 1

This course teaches the fundamental principles of biology including cells, genetics, natural selection, life functions, and
ecology. Throughout the semester you will be evaluating and analyzing data and other information in order to develop an
understanding of the content with an emphasis on vocabulary. Work of this nature will strengthen your writing and analytical
abilities in preparation for Biology.

Pre-Employment Transition Services (PETS)
LCE040

Grade 9-12
Credit 1

The Pre-Employment Transition Services course is designed to provide students the opportunity to determine and assess their
skills, explore their interests, discover various careers and create a plan for their future. The course is an approach to assist
students as they begin their journey to employment and self-enrichment. The PETS class is designed to help students refine
their work habits, job readiness skills, money management skills, and receive support on resume building and interviewing
approaches.

2021-2022 School Year

34

Technology and Engineering Education Department Courses
Course #

Course Title

Credit

Grade
Level

TCH110

Materials Processing 1

0.5

9-12

TCH120

Materials Processing 2

0.5

9-12

TCH130

3D Printing & Design 1

0.5

9-12

TCH140

3D Printing & Design 2

0.5

9-12

TCH150

Visual Design & Digital Photography

0.5

9-12

TCH160

Video Production 1

0.5

9-12

TCH170

Video Production 2

0.5

9-12

TCH210

CNC Design

0.5

9-12

TCH220

Robotics

0.5

9-12

TCH230

3D Modeling & Animation

1.0

9-12

Prerequisites

Materials Processing 1

3D Printing & Design 1

Video Production 1

Technology and Engineering Education
Materials Processing 1
TCH110

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

This course is designed for the beginner with little or no experience. This is a project centered course. Instruction is focused
on machine and tool operations, safety, and woodworking techniques. Students will learn design, cut-list creation, material
and cost estimation, production, assembly, and finishing. Projects can be embellished using the laser engraver. A lab fee will
be required for this course of $20.00.

Materials Processing 2
TCH120

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

Prerequisite: Materials Processing 1
This course is designed for those with a basic knowledge of woodworking tools, machines, and manufacturing processes.
This is a project centered course. Major topics of instruction are advanced machine and tool operations and safety,
woodworking operations, assembly, and finishing. Additionally, students will be introduced to basic woodturning
techniques. A lab fee will be required for this course of $20.00.

3D Printing and Design 1
TCH130

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

3D printing continues to evolve from its initial roots as a method of rapid prototyping to a viable manufacturing process.
Nearly every area of the economy will be impacted by additive manufacturing. A workforce competent with CAD and
additive manufacturing is needed. Students will learn professional level computer aided design (CAD) and computer aided
manufacturing (CAM) software to create solutions to design problems. These designs will then be 3D printed, assembled,
tested, and evaluated. The class is a student-driven learning environment. Students will learn methods to solve real world
design challenges using the engineering design process, CAD, and 3D printing. A $5.00 lab fee is required to help with the
cost of filament for the 3D printer.
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3D Printing and Design 2
TCH140

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

Prerequisite: 3D Printing and Design 2
This course is an extension of 3D Printing and Design 1. Students will learn advanced techniques. Additional engineering
topics will be introduced, such as motion systems, linkages, gear design, and basic electronics. Students will learn how to
create complex systems with movable parts that are created in a single print. Students will also explore adding lights and
motors to their designs. As the capstone project, students will identify an area in their life that can be improved by designing
and 3D printing a solution. A $5.00 lab fee is required to help with the cost of filament for the 3D printer.

Visual Design and Digital Photography
TCH150

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

Students will learn to use two programs from the Adobe Creative Suite (Illustrator and Photoshop) in Visual Design I. In this
class students will work with creating designs that will be exported to a Vinyl Cutter using Adobe Illustrator. In this class
students will design shirts, decals, and other items via Photoshop and Illustrator. A goal of the class is to obtain basic
competence in designing page layouts and typesetting. Assignments are geared toward the technical aspects of page grids,
detailed layout specification and creating illustrative forms for reproduction. Students will also learn about Photography and
how to use DSLR Cameras.

Video Production 1
TCH160

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

This course focuses on short-form story concepts for digital video, lighting, green-screen techniques and synchronizing
music, sound and video with professional editing techniques. In addition, DVD authoring will be introduced for the design
and production of interactive DVDs. Essential video utilities, file formats, compression and streaming will be introduced.
Students will apply their skills on numerous projects throughout the school year. Students will work in groups to film and
edit their videos. Students will be given themes for their projects and deadlines need to be met to receive full credit.

Video Production 2
TCH170

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

Prerequisite: Video Production 1
This course gives an introduction to principles of motion graphics using Adobe After Effects digital tools. Research and
design for motion graphics projects will be covered, from concept and storyboard, through production and then to final
delivery. Students will build upon skills learned in Video Production 1. Numerous projects and activities will be completed
to improve their editing skills. Students will apply their skills on numerous projects throughout the school year. Students
will work in groups to film and edit their videos. Students will be given themes for their projects and deadlines need to be
met to receive full credit.

CNC Design
TCH210

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

CNC Design is a workshop course in Computer Numerical Control to explore the world of modern manufacturing. It is
becoming more common for even hobbyists to own small CNC equipment. Students will design, program and fabricate
products using a CNC router and laser engraver/ cutter. Emphasis will be placed on using CNC to manufacture parts and
products rather than just embellishing otherwise handcrafted items. The course is especially beneficial to future hobbyists,
designers, engineers, and skilled manufacturers. A lab fee will be required for this course of $20.00.
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Robotics
TCH220

Grade 9-12
Credit .5

This course is an introduction to the fascinating field of robotics, automation, and the associated technologies. Students will
build and program robots using the VEX Cortex microcontroller. Typed code and graphical programming will provide
wireless control and automation of the robot. Students will learn basic mechanical and electrical engineering principles as
they use motors, servos, microcontrollers, gears, linkages, sensors, and other components. Students will compete in class
with the robots they create to see who can best solve challenging robotic games.

3D Modeling and Animation
TCH230

Grade 9-12
Credit 1

3D Modeling and Animation is used by artists, engineers, game designers, video and film producers, interior designers,
architects, scientists, and others. Students will use the free and open source Blender software in class. Students will learn the
basic techniques of modeling, rigging, animating, applying materials and textures, rendering images and videos from their
scenes, and compositing a final video clip.

2021-2022 School Year

37

World Language Department Courses
Course #

Course Title

Credit

Grade
Level

FLG110

Spanish I

1.0

9-12

FLG120

French I

1.0

9-12

Prerequisites

World Language
Spanish I
FLG110

1 credit Core Course – Elective

Grade 9-12
Credit 1

The goal of the Spanish program is to create linguistically proficient students and broaden their awareness of their role in a
global society. The three modes of communication (interpersonal, interpretive, presentational) will be stressed through
different listening, speaking, and writing activities. These activities will improve students’ proficiencies as they move along
the continuum of proficiency standards for language learning. This course will provide a baseline of daily-use vocabulary
and structures in real-life situations which will engage students in making cross-cultural comparisons and connections.
Sources to provide an authentic experience will include videos, news sources, social media, authentic readings, and realia.

French I
FLG120

1 credit Core Course – Elective

Grade 9-12
Credit 1

The mission of the French program is to cultivate culturally aware and linguistically competent global citizens. French I is
taught mainly using the target language to engage the learner with the same methods in which they acquired their native
language. Various means of communication are stressed: interpersonal conversations, interpretive listening and reading, and
presentational speaking and writing. This level provides a baseline of daily-use vocabulary and structures in real-life,
culturally contextual situations which will engage students in making cross-cultural comparisons and connections. Authentic
sources are used including videos, podcasts, literature, news sources, blog posts, and social media.
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Mercer County Career Center – Career and Technical Program
Grove City Area Senior High School offers a number of additional vocational programs to its students through the Mercer
County Career Center. Grove City Area students spend half of their time at the MCCC and the other half at GCHS. Students
will receive (3) credits per year for satisfactory performance in a Career Center course. Students and parents need to contact
the School Counseling Office for details. Programs offered at the Career Center include:

Automotive Technology
Automotive Technology allows students to perform a wide range of diagnostics, repairs, and preventative maintenance on
automobiles and light trucks. Students will gain the technical knowledge and skills to obtain an entry-level position and/or
pursue post-secondary education. The program’s curriculum enables students to develop basic knowledge through classroom
theory lessons and acquire a core set of technical skills by applying learned knowledge in hands-on shop experiences.
Classroom lessons include lectures, reading and writing assignments, and demonstrations. The program’s instruction includes
the diagnosis and testing of malfunctions in and repair of engines, fuel, electrical, cooling, steering, suspension and brake
systems. Students also prepare to obtain certifications for PA Safety Inspection; Emissions Inspection; and Refrigerant,
Recovery, and Recycling.

Carpentry
Carpentry prepares students to obtain entry-level positions in the construction or wood industries, apprenticeships in trade
unions and/or to pursue enrolling in post-secondary institutions for degrees in construction, sales, or management. The
program’s curriculum enables students to develop a knowledge base through classroom theory lessons and acquire technical
skills by applying learned knowledge in hands-on shop experiences. Classroom lessons include lectures, reading and writing
assignments, demonstrations, individual and group projects and activities. The program’s instruction includes units on
safety, hand and power tools, blueprint reading, framing, interior and exterior finish, construction materials, measuring,
estimating, and building codes. Students also study technical mathematics, residential steel-framing, and cabinetmaking.

Collision Repair and Refinishing
Collision Repair and Refinishing prepares students to obtain an entry-level position in auto body repair and/or to pursue postsecondary education. The program’s curriculum enables students to develop technical knowledge through classroom theory
lessons and acquire a core set of skills by applying learned knowledge in hands-on shop experiences. Classroom lessons
include lectures, reading and writing assignments, and demonstrations. The program’s instruction includes units on
workplace skills, safety techniques, vehicle design and function, structural and non-structural welding, estimating repair
costs, collision repair procedures, and automotive painting and refinishing. Students learn these fundamental skills of
repairing and refinishing damaged vehicles using the tools, products, and materials found in auto body shops and repair
facilities.

Computer Information Technology
Computer Information Technology prepares the students to obtain entry-level employment and/or provides the foundation for
post-secondary success. The program’s curriculum enables the students to develop a basic level of knowledge through
classroom theory lessons and acquire a core set of technical skills by applying learned knowledge in hands-on lab
experiences. Classroom lessons include lectures, reading and writing assignments, demonstrations, and individual and group
activities. The program will provide students experience in the administration and support of computer networks, which
includes: user and group management, server security, network sharing, operating systems, user and workstation security,
help desk support, computer repair and remote access. Students will focus their study on network technologies, network
devices, network management, tools and security. Computer Information Technology students will be expected to read and
interpret complex instructions, technical literature and solve a variety of technical problems.

2021-2022 School Year

39
Computer Programming
Computer Programming prepares students for either entry-level employment in a variety of rapidly growing computer careers
or continuing education at the post-secondary level. Students will be introduced to many computer concepts including the
following: flowcharting, structured programming for the Internet, games programming, and the programming languages
COBOL, SQL, and Visual Basic. Students will have the opportunity to explore a variety of programming languages,
complete projects and pursue industry recognized certifications. The skills learned in this program serve as a foundation
needed to pursue postsecondary degrees leading to a career as a software developer, programmer, application developer or
game designer.

Cosmetology
Cosmetology trains students to become licensed cosmetologists in specialized or full-service salons. The program’s
curriculum provides concentrated studies in the professional competency areas unique to the cosmetology field. Students
develop a knowledge base through classroom theory lessons and perfect their clinical skills by applying learned knowledge in
the program’s student-operated salon. Classroom lessons include lectures, reading and writing assignments, demonstrations,
individual and group projects, as well as other activities. The program’s instruction includes units on shampooing,
conditioning, cutting and styling hair; chemical texture services and hair coloring techniques; and providing facials,
manicures and pedicures. Personal safety, professionalism, and the sanitation and disinfection of equipment and facilities are
emphasized. Students also study business management with a focus on managing a salon.

Culinary Arts
Culinary Arts prepares students to obtain entry-level employment related to institutional, commercial, or independently
owned food establishments and other food industry occupations and/or provides a foundation for students who pursue
acceptance into a postsecondary culinary program. The program’s curriculum enables students to develop knowledge
through classroom theory lessons and acquire culinary skills by applying learned knowledge in the program’s fully equipped
commercial kitchen and dining room. Classroom lessons include lectures, reading and writing assignments, demonstrations,
and individual and group projects and activities. The program’s instruction includes units on use and care of utensils and
food preparation equipment; safety; sanitation procedures, nutrition basics, and recipes preparation. Students develop and
practice skills through hands-on activities and experiences related to planning, selecting, preparing, and serving of quality
food and food products.

Diesel Technology
Diesel Technology prepares students to obtain entry-level employment and/or to pursue postsecondary education. The
program’s curriculum enables the students to develop basic knowledge through classroom theory lessons and acquire a core
set of technical skills by applying learned knowledge in hands-on shop experiences. Classroom lessons include lectures,
reading and writing assignments, and demonstrations. The program’s instruction includes units on safety, diesel engine
mechanics, suspension and steering, brake systems, electrical and electronic systems, and preventive maintenance. Students
develop skills for troubleshooting problems; disassembling, rebuilding, and reassembling engines; applying electrical
principles to service electrical/electronic systems; inspecting, repairing or replacing various systems’ components; and
performing preventive maintenance on medium/heavy vehicle systems.
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Early Childhood Education
Early Childhood Education allows students to obtain a variety of entry-level childcare occupations in day care centers and
preschools and/or provides a foundation for students who pursue a postsecondary early childhood education program. The
program’s curriculum enables students to develop a knowledge base through classroom theory lessons and acquire care
giving, teaching, and managing skills by applying learned knowledge in the program’s fully equipped preschool. Classroom
lessons include lectures, reading and writing assignments, demonstrations, and individual and group projects and activities.
Instruction includes units on growth and development; nutrition; program play activities; child abuse and neglect; learning
experiences for children; and laws, regulations, and policies relating to childcare services.

Health Care Careers
Health Care Careers prepares students to obtain entry-level positions in the health field and/or to pursue post-secondary
education. The program provides students with health career exploration activities, instruction of basic skills, which are
fundamental to all areas of healthcare, and clinical experiences. Students develop health care knowledge through classroom
theory lessons and practice health care skills in a laboratory setting prior to their clinical assignments. Classroom lessons
include lectures, reading and writing assignments, demonstrations, and individual and group projects. The program’s core
instruction includes units on medical terminology, anatomy and physiology, basic clinical skills, aseptic techniques, OSHA
regulations, and infection control.

Innovation and Entrepreneurial Development
Innovation and Entrepreneurial Development enables students to learn first-hand about the risks and rewards of starting and
operating a small business. The program’s curriculum provides students with knowledge and skills of fundamental business
concepts and entrepreneurship. PowerPoint presentations, reading and writing assignments as well as hands-on activities
provide students with an overview of the steps and considerations involved in turning an idea into a business, identifying a
passion or hobby that can provide a product or service, researching the market, and weighing the risks of starting a small
business. The program’s core instruction includes units on economic principles, business plans, business related math skills,
technology skills and sales along with marketing techniques. Students engage in various business activities related to each
planned unit.

Logistics – Material and Supply Chain Management
Logistics and Materials Management is designed to prepare individuals for entry level employment in this industry. Students
will learn and perform logistical functions associated with receiving, storing, shipping goods, and the various systems and
record keeping for supply chain management. Students with good attention to detail who enjoy a fast-paced, hands-on,
physical workplace would be successful in this program. The curriculum provides instruction in the use of powered material,
handling equipment, and OSHA safety and ergonomics. Supply chain management, automated inventory control systems,
purchasing, receiving, order selections, packaging, and shipping methods are presented. Academic subjects include business
mathematics and communications. The course includes job retention skills and customer relations.

Precision Production Metals
Precision Production Metals prepares students to obtain entry-level employment in the machine tool industry, apprenticeships
sponsored by unions or manufacturers, and/or to pursue enrollment in post-secondary programs. The program’s curriculum
enables students to develop a knowledge base through classroom theory lessons and acquire technical skills by applying
learned knowledge in hands-on shop experiences. Classroom lessons include lectures, reading and writing assignments, and
demonstrations. The program incorporates national skills standards developed by the National Institute of Metalworking
Skills (NIMS). Instruction includes units on bench work and the operation of lathes, power saws, grinders, milling machines,
drills and computer operated equipment. Students also study the use of precision measuring instruments such as layout tools,
micrometers and gauges and blueprint reading. Emphasis is on machining parts for the NIMS performance exams.
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Welding
Welding prepares students to obtain entry-level employment as a welder or in related positions in all types of small and large
companies and/or to pursue enrolling in post-secondary programs such as welding engineering or metallurgy. The program’s
curriculum enables students to gain a knowledge base through classroom theory lessons. Program activities allow students to
put their classroom learning into hands-on practice of technical skills. Classroom lessons include lectures, reading and
writing assignments, and demonstrations. The program’s instruction includes units on safety practices, gas cutting and
welding, arc welding in various positions, and types and uses of electrodes and welding rods. Students also learn to fabricate
and join metal parts according to diagrams, blueprints, and specifications.
For further information on Mercer County Career Center programs and services, please visit our website
www.mercerccc.org

Harrisburg University
This is an academic opportunity that enables Grove City Area Senior High School sophomores, juniors and seniors to take
college courses that satisfy high school and college credit requirements through Harrisburg University of Science and
Technology. Fees and enrollment are determined by Harrisburg University. Please contact your school counselor for further
information.
The following courses are approved by Harrisburg University to be part of the College in the High School Program.
AP English Literature and Composition
AP Calculus AB
AP Calculus BC
AP Statistics
AP Biology
AP Physics 1
AP Environmental Science

AP Chemistry
Algebra II – Honors
Video Production I
Video Production II
Advanced Video & Broadcasting
Multimedia Design & Community Filming

Waynesburg University
Waynesburg University will offer classes during Lunch and Learn. Students will be given the opportunity to take Intro to
Forensic Science in the Fall semester 2020 and Intro to Criminal Justice in the Spring of 2021. Each class will be worth 3
college credits. Students will not receive credit or GPA points through Grove City High School, however at the end of the
course, students will receive an official transcript from Waynesburg University. Fees and enrollment are determined by
Waynesburg. Please contact your school counselor for further information.

Advanced Placement (AP)
Advanced Placement (AP) courses are college level courses. Registration for the AP Exam will be in November. If you
register for the exam and then cancel, there is a $40.00 fee.
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Global Scholars Program
The Pennsylvania State Modern Language Association (PSMLA) Global Scholars Program provides ALL high school
students the opportunity to:
• Meaningfully select interdisciplinary studies and activities.
• Develop global awareness/competency.
• Better prepare themselves for personal and professional success in an increasingly global society.
REQUIREMENTS for students to be completed in grades 9-12:
1. Academic Courses (all requiring a B average or better)
a.
4 years of the same world language.
b.
4 additional credits toward graduation in which the primary focus is global in nature. The courses
pre-approved to satisfy this requirement are listed below and indicated with the Global Scholars icon in the
Program of Studies.
Active participation in (a minimum of) 4 extra-curricular activities with a global focus.
Service hours with a global focus (20 hours minimum).
Review of literature/media with a global focus (minimum of 8).
How do I join?
The Global Scholars Program is open to ALL students. An application is available from the World Languages Department.
Meetings will be held regularly during Lunch and Learn.
Global Scholars Program graduates will receive a special designation upon graduation as well as the benefits of listing the
designation on résumés and college/employment applications.

Driver Training (To be determined)
This course is available to all students who have completed Driver’s Education Classroom and have a valid Pennsylvania
Operators Permit or license. Students will receive a minimum six hours of in-the-car driving experience. They will learn the
fundamentals of various driving situations, car operations, city and country driving, driving the interstate highways, etc.
There is a lab fee of $50.00 charged to the student. Students who successfully develop minimum driving skills receive a
certificate of completion that can be used for insurance purposes. Behind the wheel instruction is offered after school, on
Saturdays, and during the summer.
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Independent Learning Plan (ILP)
Students can become an architect of their learning by designing their own Independent Learning Plan (ILP). This is an
opportunity for students to plan and outline an individualized course of study. Students can start the process by meeting with
a school counselor and completing an ILP application. Students that successfully complete an ILP will be awarded .5
elective credit.

Grove City Area School District Online Academy
Cyber Services is a program available through GCASD Online Academy for our students. Students can take coursework that
will count towards a Grove City Area High School Diploma. Online courses have a designation in the title as noted on the
transcript. Courses taken count towards class rank and a student’s G.P.A. Students will be awarded a final grade for courses
(completed or not) that will appear on their official academic transcript. Students enrolled full time in Grove City Area High
School, who elect to take additional coursework (credit recovery or advancement opportunities) will be subject to a course
fee. Courses may be taken throughout the traditional school year or over the summer session. Please see a School Counselor
for enrollment information and pricing guidelines.
Students seeking enrollment for full time online services must make an appointment with their school counselor and a parent
or guardian. Students must meet the following criteria to attend full time:
1. Student must not be habitually absent from school (over 6 unexcused or TEP plan in place).
2. Credit deficient one grade level.
3. A full time schedule must be taken.

Equal Opportunities
Grove City Area School District is an equal opportunity educational institution and will not discriminate on the basis of age,
race, color, national origin, sex and handicap in its activities, programs or employment practices as required by Title VI, Title
IX and Section 504.
All activities and courses, including industrial arts, vocational-technical education, consumer science and physical education
courses at Grove City Area Senior High School are available to all students as required by Title VI, Title IX and Section 504.
If there are any prerequisites, they are based on ability and aptitude, not on race, color, national origin, sex, or any
handicapping conditions. Persons physically or mentally handicapped may qualify for special services and instruction, and
equipment modifications so they can successfully complete the course or participate in an activity.
Grove City Area School District will also take steps to assure that national origin minority persons who lack English skills
can participate in all educational programs, services and activities. For information contact the building principal.
For more information regarding civil rights or grievance procedures, contact Dr. Brendan Smith, Title IX and Section 504
Coordinator, at 511 Highland Avenue, Grove City, PA 16127 (724) 458-5456. For more information regarding services,
activities and facilities that are accessible and usable by handicapped persons, contact the building principal.
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SENATE BILL 1095
GRADUATION OPTIONS
Amendment A09230 – September 21, 2018
Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

Option 4

Composite Score on
Keystone Assessments

Local Grade Requirements
+
Alternative Assessments or
Pre-Apprenticeships

CTE Concentrators Local
Grade Requirements
+
Additional CTE Evidence of
Readiness

Local Grade Requirements
+
Additional Evidence of
Readiness

A student meets or exceeds a
state-specified composite score
across the three Keystone
exams, and performance must
include at least 1 proficient and
2 basic.

A student meets or exceeds
locally established grade-based
requirements in the associated
academic content areas of the
Keystone exams.

Act 6 of 2017

A student meets or exceeds
locally established grade-based
requirements in the associated
academic content areas of the
Keystone exams.

PDE recommends score, State
Board of Education approves.

Note: The proposed language
does not enshrine into law
Keystone exams as a
graduation requirement.
Rather, the proposed language
reads “…when they are
required for graduation…”
Note: Approximately 72
percent, or more than 82,000
of 114,392 students who
graduated in 2015, would have
met the Keystone graduation
requirement using Option 1,
the composite score approach.
This is compared to only 51
percent, or more than 58,000 of
the students who scored
proficient on each exam.
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AND
One of the following:
•
AP/IB exam in each
Keystone content area in
which a proficient or
advanced cut score was
not obtained (score
recommended by PDE,
SBOE approves)
•

SAT, PSAT or ACT
general test (score
recommended by PDE,
SBOE approves)

•

ASVAB

•

Admission to 4-year
nonprofit IHE with
evidence to enroll (PDE
issues guidance)

•

Successful completion of
a pre-apprenticeship
program

•

Passing grade in a credit
bearing dual enrollment
or postsecondary course
(Math, Science or
English)

•

ACT WorkKeys
Certificate (Gold cut
score level)

Note: proposed language
clarifies existing law related to
who determines students’
likelihood of success and when
that determination must be
made to allow CTE
concentrators sufficient time to
explore alternative pathways if
needed.

AND
Presents three pieces of
evidence that reflects the
student’s readiness for
graduation and is related to a
student’s postsecondary plans.
One piece of evidence must
be from TIER 1:
•
Admission to a non-four
year nonprofit IHE with
evidence to enroll (PDE
issues guidance)
•
SAT subject-specific
exam
•
Industry recognized
credential
•

ACT WorkKeys
Certificate (Below Gold
cut score level)
•
Any AP/IB exam
•
Any credit-bearing dual
enrollment or postsecondary course
Other two pieces of evidence
may be from TIER 2:
•
Keystone Exam –
proficient or advanced
•
Full-time employment
related to career plans
•
Successful completion of
internship, externship, coop
•
NCAA course
clearinghouse
•
Community service

Division i academic requirements
College-bound student-athletes enrolling at an NCAA Division I school need to meet the following academic
requirements to practice, compete and receive an athletics scholarship in their first year of full-time enrollment.

Core-Course Requirement
Complete 16 core courses in the following areas:

MATH

ENGLISH

(Algebra I
or higher)

4 years

3 years

NATURAL/
PHYSICAL
SCIENCE

ADDITIONAL

SOCIAL
SCIENCE

2 years

1 year

2 years

(Including one
year of lab,
if offered)

(English, math or
natural/physical
science)

FULL QUALIFIER

ACADEMIC REDSHIRT

• Complete 16 core courses.

• Complete 16 core courses.

• Ten of the 16 core courses must be completed before
the seventh semester (senior year) of high school.
• Seven of the 10 core courses must be in English, math
or natural/physical science.
• Earn a core-course GPA of at least 2.300.
• Earn an SAT combined score or ACT sum score matching
the core-course GPA on the Division I sliding scale (see
back page).
• Graduate high school.

Full Qualifier
College-bound student-athletes may practice, compete and
receive an athletics scholarship during their first year of full-time
enrollment at an NCAA Division I school.

Academic Redshirt
College-bound student-athletes may receive an athletics
scholarship during their first year of full-time enrollment and may
practice during their first regular academic term, but may NOT
compete during their first year of enrollment.

Nonqualifier
College-bound student-athletes will not be able to practice,
compete or receive an athletics scholarship during their first year
of full-time enrollment at an NCAA Division I school.

International Students
Please review the international initial-eligibility flyer for
information and academic requirements specific to
international student-athletes.

Click here for Division II academic requirements.

ADDITIONAL
COURSES

(Any area listed
to the left, foreign
language or
comparative
religion/philosophy)

4 years

• Earn a core-course GPA of at least 2.000.
• Earn an SAT combined score or ACT sum score matching
the core-course GPA on the Division I sliding scale (see
back page).
• Graduate high school.

Test Scores
If a student plans to attend an NCAA Division I college or university in the 2019-20 or 2020-21 academic years, use
the following charts to understand the core-course GPA he or she will need to meet NCAA Division I requirements.
A combined SAT score is calculated by adding critical reading and math subscores. An ACT sum score is calculated
by adding English, math, reading and science subscores. A student may take the SAT or ACT an unlimited number
of times before he or she enrolls full time in college. If a student takes either test more than once, the best subscores
from each test are used for the academic certification process.
When a student registers for the SAT or ACT, he or she can use the NCAA Eligibility Center code of 9999 to send their
scores directly to the NCAA Eligibility Center from the testing agency. Test scores on transcripts CANNOT be used in
an academic certification.

Core GPA

SAT*

ACT Sum*

DIVISION I

FULL QUALIFIER SLIDING SCALE
Core GPA

SAT*

ACT Sum*

3.550

400

37

2.750

810

59

3.525

410

38

2.725

820

60

3.500

430

39

2.700

830

61

3.475

440

40

2.675

840

61

3.450

460

41

2.650

850

62

3.425

470

41

2.625

860

63

3.400

490

42

2.600

860

64

3.375

500

42

2.575

870

65

3.350

520

43

2.550

880

66

3.325

530

44

2.525

890

67

3.300

550

44

2.500

900

68

3.275

560

45

2.475

910

69

3.250

580

46

2.450

920

70

3.225

590

46

2.425

930

70

3.200

600

47

2.400

940

71

3.175

620

47

2.375

950

72

3.150

630

48

2.350

960

73

3.125

650

49

2.325

970

74

3.100

660

49

2.300

980

75

3.075

680

50

2.299

990

76

3.050

690

50

2.275

990

76

3.025

710

51

2.250

1000

77

3.000

720

52

2.225

1010

78

2.975

730

52

2.200

1020

79

2.950

740

53

2.175

1030

80

2.925

750

53

2.150

1040

81

2.900

750

54

2.125

1050

82

2.875

760

55

2.100

1060

83

2.850

770

56

2.075

1070

84

2.825

780

56

2.050

1080

85

2.800

790

57

2.025

1090

86

2.775

800

58

2.000

1100

86

ACADEMIC REDSHIRT

DIVISION I

FULL QUALIFIER SLIDING SCALE

*Final concordance research between the new SAT and ACT is ongoing.
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DIVISION II ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS
CORE-COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Complete 16 core courses in the following areas:

MATH

ENGLISH

(Algebra I
or higher)

3 years

2 years

FULL QUALIFIER
College-bound student-athletes enrolling
at an NCAA Division II school need to meet
these academic requirements to practice,
compete and receive an athletics scholarship
in their first year of full-time enrollment.
• Complete 16 core courses in the
appropriate areas.
• Earn a core-course GPA of at least 2.200.
• Earn an SAT combined score or ACT sum
score matching the core-course GPA on
the Division II full qualifier sliding scale.
• Submit proof of graduation to the
Eligibility Center.

PARTIAL QUALIFIER
College-bound student-athletes enrolling at
an NCAA member school Aug. 1, 2021, or
later, that do not meet Division II full qualifier
standards will be deemed a partial qualifier.
All Division II partial qualifiers may receive
an athletics scholarship and practice during
their first year of full-time enrollment at a
Division II school, but may NOT compete.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
Please review the international initialeligibility flyer for information and academic
requirements specific to international
student-athletes.
For information on Division I, view the
Division I academic requirements flyer.

NATURAL/
PHYSICAL
SCIENCE

ADDITIONAL

2 years

3 years

(Including one
year of lab,
if offered)

(English, math or
natural/physical
science)

ADDITIONAL
COURSES

SOCIAL
SCIENCE

(Any area listed
to the left, foreign
language or
comparative
religion/philosophy)

2 years

4 years

TEST SCORES

DIVISION II

If a student-athlete plans to attend an
NCAA Division II college or university, they
should use the sliding scale to review the
core-course GPA and SAT/ACT score they
will need to meet Division II full qualifier
standards. More information regarding the
impact of COVID-19 and test scores can be
found at on.ncaa.com/COVID19_Fall_B.

FULL QUALIFIER SLIDING SCALE

A combined SAT score is calculated by
adding critical reading and math subscores.
An ACT sum score is calculated by adding
English, math, reading and science
subscores. Students may take the SAT or
ACT an unlimited number of times before
they enroll full time in college. If a student
takes either test more than once, the best
subscores from each test are used for their
academic certification process.

CORE-COURSE LIST
Student-athletes should check to see if their
high school has a list of NCAA-approved
core courses. No core-course list means
courses taken from that high school will not
count toward NCAA eligibility.

ONLINE COURSES/
NONTRADITIONAL
Nontraditional courses are classes taught
online or through distance learning, hybrid/
blended, independent study, individualized
instruction, correspondence or similar means.

Core GPA

SAT*

ACT Sum*

3.300 & above

400

37

2.725

730

52

3.275

410

38

2.700

740

53

Core GPA

SAT*

ACT Sum*

3.250

430

39

2.675

750

53

3.225

440

40

2.650

750

54

3.200

460

41

2.625

760

55

3.175

470

41

2.600

770

56

3.150

490

42

2.575

780

56

3.125

500

42

2.550

790

57

3.100

520

43

2.525

800

58

3.075

530

44

2.500

810

59

3.050

550

44

2.475

820

60

3.025

560

45

2.450

830

61

3.000

580

46

2.425

840

61

2.975

590

46

2.400

850

62

2.950

600

47

2.375

860

63

2.925

620

47

2.350

860

64

2.900

630

48

2.325

870

65

2.875

650

49

2.300

880

66

2.850

660

49

2.275

890

67

2.825

680

50

2.250

900

68

2.800

690

50

2.225

910

69

2.775

710

51

2.200

920

70 & above

2.750

720

52

*Full sliding scale research between the SAT and ACT is ongoing.

These types of courses may be acceptable for
use in the NCAA initial-eligibility certification
process; however, it is important to make
sure the nontraditional program has been
approved and appears on the high school’s
list of NCAA-approved core courses.

BE AHEAD OF THE GAME
If student-athletes want to get ahead of
the game, they need to register with the
NCAA Eligibility Center during their
freshman/9th year.
After college-bound student-athletes
complete their sophomore, junior and
senior years, it is important for them to
ask their counselor at each high school or
program they attended to upload their official
transcript to their Eligibility Center account.
For more information on Division II,
visit ncaa.org/D2.

Want more information? Visit
ncaa.org/playcollegesports.
Follow us:

@ncaaec

@playcollegesports

@ncaaec
February 2021
NCAA and Make It Yours are trademarks of the National Collegiate Athletic Association.

